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A FEW COMMENTS BEFORE WE START

• Internet – use caution when looking for facts. The truth is there, 
however the problem is which site is it to be found?

• In the study of theology try to use Catholic Publications, Bibles, and 
Catholic Theologians. 

BC & AD – Before Christ & Anno Domini (in the year of our Lord)
BCE & CE – Before Common Era & Common Era



HEBREW SCRIPTURES
(OLD TESTAMENT)

Great Expectation 
Looking Forward to:

Servant of God (335) – Son of Man (782) – Son of God (855)

Great Prophet (25) – King (2994) – Shepherd (97)

Messiah (0 NAB – 2 KJV) – Greatest of All (9)

The Great Expectation became fulfilled with Jesus

John’s Gospel will use these titles to describe Jesus



FIRST STAGE

History of Jesus
Public Ministry
Historical Facts

Starts AD 26 Ends AD 28
JESUS

Did not need faith to believe

Mark will start his Gospel in this stage

Luke and Matthew will begin their Gospels 
before this stage with  infancy stories



AD 28 AD 28

Christian Consciousness Begins
Anyone born on the right side of this line has 
never known of a Jesus that was not resurrected

Crucifixion

Resurrection 
Ascension

First Stage Second Stage



Joseph Ratzinger / Pope Benedict XVI
Jesus of Nazareth (3-part series)

Book 1 - Jesus of Nazareth 
Book 2 - Jesus of Nazareth Holy Week
Book 3 - Jesus of Nazareth The Infancy Narratives

“If we bear in mind the immense importance attached to the Sabbath 
in the Old Testament tradition on the basis of the creation account 
and the Decalogue, then it is clear that only an event of 
extraordinary impact could have led to the abandonment of the 
Sabbath and its replacement by the first day of the week. 

Comment about the Resurrection

10 Commandments
4th Command “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.”



Comment about the Resurrection

Only an event that marked souls indelibly could bring about such a 
profound realignment in the religious culture of the week. Mere 
theological speculations could not have achieved this.

Son of the Widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-17)
Jairus’ Daughter (Mark 5:22-24, 35-43)
Lazarus (John 11:1-44)

Joseph Ratzinger / Pope Benedict XVI



Comment about the Resurrection

For me, the celebration of the Lord’s day, which was a characteristic 
part of the Christian community from the outset, is one of the most 
convincing proofs that something extraordinary happened that day –
the discovery of the empty tomb and the encounter with the risen 
Lord.” (Book 2 – page 259)

Joseph Ratzinger / Pope Benedict XVI

Resurrection means the Jesus was entirely transformed into a new kind 
of living which is not confined to the Laws of our fallen world. It was 
not a return to the status quo but a complete transformation into a 
new beginning



SECOND STAGE
Period of Witness

Proclamation (Kerygma)
Christ of FAITH

AD 28 AD 65

Started 
to Reflect

KERYGMA



SECOND STAGE
AD 28 AD 65

Saul – Paul of Tarsus
AD 34 – AD 37 - Conversion

Letters of Paul
1 Thessalonians AD 52
1 Corinthians AD 56
2 Corinthians AD 57
Galatians AD 54-55
Philippians AD 55
Colossians AD 55?
Romans AD 56-58
Philemon AD 61-63

1 Corinthians 5:9 “I wrote you in my letter 
not to associate with immoral people.”

Hebrew and Greek 
languages were written 
in a continuous stream of 
letters without any 
breaks between words  



SECOND STAGE
AD 28 AD 65

Paul’s Letters
No Miracles of Jesus No Sermons of Jesus No Parables of Jesus

Without some bibliography you could start to get Gnostic
49 times Paul uses the word gospel (Evangelion) 
Always used in the singular and with modifiers

Gospel of God - Gospel of God’s Son - Light of the Gospel 
- Gospel of the Glory of Christ – My Gospel

8 times he used the term Kingdom of God
(preached to the gentiles because using the term 
Jesus’ kingdom would be against the Romans)

Death of Paul AD 64 -67 
Paul most certainly dies before reading a Gospel 



SECOND STAGEAD 28 AD 65
The early Christians were slow in writing down stories of Jesus’ life 
because they believed that Jesus would be returning soon, so they 
saw no need to write the Gospels. It was no accident then, that 
Paul’s letters – which addressed immediate, pressing problems or 
controversies – turned out to be the first Christian writings we have. 
Because he was writing to specific audiences with particular issues 
in mind, it resulted in a less-than-systematic portrayal of Jesus’ 
life. For example, when writing to a church that he founded, if 
there were no current controversies about the virgin birth or Jesus’ 
miracles, he wouldn’t have felt the need to address them.
To give an example on the flip side, Paul only mentions the Eucharist 
once in all of his letters, and it was only because the church at 
Corinth was experiencing abuses at the Eucharistic meal.



AD 65 AD 100
Period of the Gospels

Bibliographic Material – Sayings / Miracles / Parables / Passion / Resurrection

Mark AD 65
Luke AD 75
Matthew AD 85
John AD 95 

20 to 25 % of Gospels are about the Passion and Resurrection

Deutero-Pauline Material was written during this stage
Ephesians / Colossians / 2 Thessalonians / 1 Timothy / 2 Timothy / Titus

Synoptic Gospels

(High Theology)

THIRD STAGE



SYNOPTIC GOSPEL FORMATION

Mark

Matthew Luke

Q

M L

80% of 
Mark is 
found in 
Matthew

Material 
only found 
in Matthew

65% of 
Mark is 
found in 
Luke

Material 
only found 
in Luke

Q –Quelle (German for “source”)
Stories and Sayings of Jesus

Most Scholars believe Q was 
a written source because of 
the high level of verbatim 
agreement in Matthew and 
Luke

At the time 
of Jesus 
only 3-10% 
literacy rate

Oral traditions did not stop with the written Gospels

661 vs.

1149 vs.
1068 vs.

220 -235 vs.



SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

Matthew was written to Greek speaking Gentiles and Jews

Mark’s audience seems to have been Gentiles unfamiliar with Jewish Customs

Luke was a non-Palestinian writing to a non-Palestinian 
audience that was largely made up of Gentile Christians



POST THIRD STAGE

Official Canonization

AD 150 - Writings started to be collected



HEBREW BIBLE
OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND

In Jesus’ time the Samaritans and Sadducees accepted the Law but rejected the 
Prophets and Writings. The Pharisees accepted all three and other Jews used a 
Greek version called the Septuagint (LXX). The Septuagint is sometimes referred to 
as LXX because tradition states that it was translated by seventy scholars.   

For the Jewish people, the Hebrew Bible was made of of three parts:
1. The Law of Moses (Torah) – (first five books of the Old Testament)
2. Prophets
3. Writings 

The Septuagint contains 46 books

The Old Testament took over 1000 years to compile, and the list of inspired books 
grew continuously as God’s word was revealed.

The authors of the New Testament quoted freely from the Septuagint over 300 times



HEBREW BIBLE
OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND

The early Christian Church took over the LXX as their Bible. They used it to 
prove Jesus was the Messiah. The Jews attitude towards the LXX changed 
and they completely gave up the LXX and it became a Christian Book. At 
this time, the Jews sponsored a new translation of the Hebrew Scriptures.  
Jews from a rabbinical school in Javneh (Jamnia) met around AD 90, and among 
other things discussed the Hebrew Canon. They suggested only books written in 
Hebrew should be accepted. This would eliminate Tobias, Judith, Wisdom, 
Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, I & II Maccabees, and parts of Esther and Daniel.

This still did not settle the Pharisee canon, since not all Jews agreed 
with or even knew about the decision at Javneh. Rabbis continued to 
debate it into the second and third centuries. Even today, the Ethiopian 
Jews use the LXX version.

Mishnah – the Jewish Code of unwritten sacred laws



HEBREW BIBLE
OLD TESTAMENT BACKGROUND

Hebrew Bible – Isaiah 7:14 “a young woman shall conceive and bear a son.”
Septuagint Bible – Isaiah 7:14 “a virgin shall be with child and bear a son.”

After Jamnia

Daniel 19:20-27 “..Messiah being put to death” – written 3rd century BC

Dead Sea Scrolls “Melchizedek Document” Daniel 19:20-27 “..anointed 
shall be cut down.”

The Jewish people had no closed canon prior to AD 300, and 
they built a wall around it to keep Christians out.

John 9:22 talks about Christians being thrown out of synagogues 



THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON
Early Christian writings outnumbered the 27 books that would 
become the canon of the New Testament.

7 letters of Ignatius / the letter of Clement (4th Pope) to the Corinthians 
/ the Didache / the Shepherd of Hermas

The shepherds of the Church, by process of spiritual discernment and 
investigation into the liturgical traditions of the Church spread 
throughout the world, had to draw clear lines of distinction between 
books that are truly inspired by God and originated in the apostolic 
period, and those which only claimed to have these qualities. 



THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON
The process culminated in AD 382 as the Council of Rome, which convened 
under the leadership of Pope Damasus, promulgated the 73-book 
scriptural canon. The biblical canon was reaffirmed by the regional 
councils of Hippo AD 393 and Carthage AD 397, and then definitively 
reaffirmed by the ecumenical Council of Florence in AD 1442. Finally, the 
ecumenical Council of Trent solemnly defined this same canon in AD 1546, 
after it came under attack by the first Protestant leaders, including Martin 
Luther.

Catholic Bible 46/27 – Protestant Bible 39/27

After the council of Rome, Pope Damasus asked St. Jerome to translate 
the new canon into Latin. St. Jerome worked on the translation in 
Bethlehem at the Church of the Nativity. (The Latin translation added a 
dot between words)



Final Comments about The Bible

The chapters of the bible are credited to a 13th century 
British Scholar named Stephen Langton

The verses of the bible are credited to a 16th century French 
printer named Robert Estienne 



Are you Saved?

Romans 10:9 “for, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved.”
Once saved always saved – started with John Calvin in the mid-
sixteenth century. Even Martin Luther didn’t subscribe to the theory

The Catholic who knows their Bible should answer:
“As the bible says, I am already saved (Romans 8:24, 
Ephesians 2:5-8), but I’m also being saved (1 Corinthians 1:18, 
2 Corinthians 2:15, Philippians 2:12), and I have hope that I 
will be saved (Romans 5:9-10, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15). Like the 
apostle Paul I am working out my salvation in fear and 
trembling (Philippians 2:12), with hopeful confidence in the 
promises of Christ.” (Romans 5:2, 2 Timothy 2:11-13)  


